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The Pandemic...  

 

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 

death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

 

– As a pastor, I like to find real life illustrations to explain Biblical truth. The COVID-19 virus 

that is affecting our nation is good place to look to understand how sin has spread so quickly 

throughout the world. Over the past seven months, we’ve been updated with daily news briefings 

concerning the pandemic caused by COVID-19. With every passing day we are being reminded 

of the danger, the number of news cases, and the number of deaths associated with the virus. 

Scientists around the world are working at lightning speed in hope of developing a successful 

vaccine. Fear has struck the world as the virus continues to spread its deadly tentacles. With that 

thought in mind, we can get a better understanding of how sin has created its own pandemic in 

the world.  

 

– Adam’s original sin created a birth defect that has been passed along to all of humanity. It only 

took the very first generation for sin to manifest itself in the second generation. The curse of sin 

caused Cain to kill his brother Abel out of jealously and rage. From there sin began its journey 

creating first an epidemic and then spread across the globe and throughout every generation from 

Adam’s race resulting in a pandemic. Because Adam disobeyed God's command, the judgment 

of both spiritual and physical death fell upon him and all his descendants. Long before the Black 

Plague, the Spanish Flu, and now COVID-19 virus sin has claimed more lives and souls than all 

of the known diseases in world history.  

 

– Be encouraged, there is hope for the countless souls that seem to have lost all hope. To those 

who are on the brink of self-destruction, please listen to my plea. Reach out of your darkness 

toward the marvelous light of the gospel of Christ. Our Lord’s faithfulness to the cross has 

provided the cure for sin. Philippians 2:8: “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 

himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” Jesus came to reverse the 

curse of sin and death that we inherited from Adam. One man shedding His blood as an 

atonement for all sin. One holy and pure sacrifice to forever reconcile mankind back to God.  

1 Corinthians 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

 

Love and prayers.... 

Pastor Randy J. Skeens 
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LOVING GOD, LOVING EACH OTHER 

 

Brother Jr Adkins and Sister Vicki Adkins – what a beautiful 

couple.  This couple proves that there is a new chance to love again. 

They knew each other in school, but life took them in different 

directions.   

 

Sister Vicki suffered a great loss in the death of her husband.  

Through her faith, she gained peace and understanding.  As her 

heart began to heal, a new love was found.  In God’s timing, 

everything fell into place.   

 

Brother Jr and Sister Vicki were married on March 16, 2015.  They 

complement each other; both are so special in their unique way.  

 

Sister Vicki is the daughter of Brother Bob and Sister Viola Meade. Her family shows unfaltering 

love.  They have the never give up attitude.  Sister Vicki smile is so genuine.  There is no faking or 

insincerity in her, she is just as she appears. 

 

Brother Jr seemed so quiet and reserved.  It wasn’t until he started to sing during our worship 

services that his personality became so clear.  He has a true love for Christ and wants only to serve 

Him with his singing ability.   Brother Jr is always so nervous before he sings, as he worries about 

his timing and wording.  His singing is always a blessing because it is from a sincere heart.   

 

I find this couple to be such an inspiration.  They sit on the back row in the church, quiet and ever 

pleasant. Their faith in God is expressed in their happiness to be his servants.  What a blessing to 

see a marriage full of love and as they both said “compromise”.   

 

Love is patient, Love is Kind, Love beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 

endureth all things.  Love never fails.  When you look at Brother Jr and Sister Vickie this is what 

you see. 

 

PRAYER LIST 

 

Pastor Randy and Sister Sharon Skeens, unsaved loved ones, the sick and afflicted, those with the 

COVID virus and their families, the shut-ins and those in the nursing homes, those near death and 

where death has come, to all those that grieve (the Curry Family, the Dickinson Family and the 

Browning Family) and all unspoken requests.   
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Brother Clyde “Bud” Dickenson passed away on August 25, 2020.    

Always a true gentleman; he treated others with respect and kindness. 

 

Brother Bud always greeted you with a smile.  He never missed an 

opportunity to shake hands with his brothers and sisters.  He would always 

ask how you were doing and never said one thing about his condition. His 

trembling hand was the first sign of his medical condition, but he never let 

you know that it affected him.   He was just happy to be at church and to 

continually serve the Lord.   

 

Brother Bud took membership at Central United Baptist Church on 

December 9, 1975.  He was a faithful Christian, Deacon, Bible Teacher and a Gideon.   

 

Pastor Randy Skeens and Pastor Lonnie Gore conducted a beautiful celebration of life service for 

Brother Bud Dickenson.  The enduring stories of laughter, fun and love that were enjoyed with his 

family, as well as his Brothers and Sisters in Christ were so enlightening of a life well lived.  Brother 

Bud was a servant of God, ever trusting, ever faithful, ever true.  A light that shown so brightly and 

will continue to shine through his family and memories we are carry in our hearts. 

 

Brother Bud’s life was well lived for our Lord and Savior.  A perfect scripture that Pastor Randy 

quoted “His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful 

over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  

(Matthew 25:21)   

 

One thing that I admired during his funeral service was the Gideon Bible placed on his casket.  This 

was a part of Brother Bud Dickenson’s life.  He gave so much and asked for nothing in return.  His 

enjoyment was giving others a copy of God’s word.  How many lives have been touched and have 

been saved by receiving that little New Testament.   

 

His later years had many health struggles, both for himself and his wife.  It is a lasting legacy that 

Brother Bud fought a good fight and finished his course. 

 

To the Dickenson Family we love you and will continue to pray for Sister Laverne and each of you.  

May God bless you and comfort you during this time of loss.   

 

(Brother Bud teaching a Sunday 

School Class with Brother Paul 

Evans) 

 

  

Through the years, Brother Clyde “Bud” Dickenson and his loving wife, Sister Laverne Dickenson. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Pastor Randy Skeens will make any announcements via automated phone service. 

Please continue to pray that soon we will be able to return to our worship services in our church. 

Be safe and take care. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

10/1 Anna Ellis  10/12 Roger White   10/22 Riley Evans 

 Keith Curry  10/14 Fern Kincaid    Nona Southers 

10/3 Joseph Chirico   Brandon Workman  10/23 Timothy Mullins 

 Noah McNeely  10/15 Allen White    Ethel Hensley 

10/4 Brian Browning  Jody Browning   10/24 Donsil Mullins Jr. 

10/5 Christopher Collins  Tiffany Bush    Kenny Evans 

10/7 Drema Vance  10/16 Marty Welch    Eli Brammer 

 Trevor Browning  Whitney Bannister  10/25 Amanda Spriggs 

10/8 Matthew Brown  Benny Wells   10/26 Peyton Adkins 

 Sarah Farmer   Sue Farmer   10/28 Rose Hale 

10/9 Helen Workman  Logan Simms    Jacob Topping 

10/10 Glenn Lanthorne 10/17 Carrie Mullins   10/30 Donetta Curry 

 Craig Marcum  10/18 Linda Smith   10/31 Holden Adkins 

 Connie Brown   Linda Marsh    

10/11 Helen Trent   Todd Farmer 

 Edward Cox  10/19 Christy Meade 

 Sarah Browning  Malia Browning 

 Kathy McCoy  10/20 Kathy Bradley 

 Lori R. Hayes  10/21 Wanda Kerns 

 Ronnie Beth Vance  Karen Wooten 

 Bart Gore   Larry Jewell  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

    10/6 Brian & Rhonda Adkins 

    10/14 Chad & Melissa Price 

    10/18 Glen & Fern Kincaid 

    10/19 Marty & Wendy Welch 

 

USHERS 

 

10/4 Luke Jeffrey  10/11 Paul Evans  10/18 Ed Cox   

 Ronnie Browning  Bennie Browning  Zach Cox 

 Jr Adkins   Jim Long   Dave Adams 

 

10/25 Luke Jeffrey  Alternate:  Jim Moore (239-3606) 

 Ronnie Browning 

 Jr Adkins  
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As summer ends and we enter the fall season, take a moment to reflect on the beauty that God 

created.  All things happen in His timing.  The leaves change from green to bright yellow, orange 

and red.  Soon we will enter the winter season.  The brown leaves will fall away and the cold 

weather will begin.  With each change, a new picture of God’s work reveals itself. 

 

Some may like the Spring and Summer Seasons better than Fall and Winter Seasons, but each is 

necessary and fit according to God’s plan.  What HE created is magnificent, if we will take the time 

to stop and look around.  Just think, if the beauty we experience here on earth is so spectacular, 

what must Heaven be like?   

 

Sometimes beauty is found in other ways as well.  It’s not always what the eyes can see.  It is what 

you feel in your heart.  Do you find someone to be more beautiful because of their kindness and 

care given to others and their devotion to the Lord?  Many times in a testimony given by our 

brothers or sisters, we feel their pain, their joy, or their hurt.  We experience this because of the 

love of Christ.  When one hurts, we all hurt.  What a feeling it is when someone accepts Jesus as 

their Lord and Savior.  We all rejoice, just as our heavenly Father rejoices. 

 

Seasons change, situations change, but love never changes.  Through the Spring, Summer, Winter 

and Fall there is beauty, love and blessing to be had if you are just looking for it.  Stop, slow down, 

listen, watch and see what God made for everyone to enjoy. 

 

The Winter and cold will pass and the Spring warmth will lead to Summer.  Just remember HE is 

the vine and we are the branches and as long as we abide in HIM we will bear fruit, for without 

HIM we can do nothing. 

 

 



 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Randy J. Skeens 

Central United Baptist Church 

Logan, WV  25601 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lily of the Valley 

 

I have found a friend in Jesus, He’s everything to me, 

He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul; 

The Lily of the Valley, in Him alone I see 

All I need to cleanse and make me fully whole. 

In sorrow He’s my comfort, in trouble He’s my stay; 

He tells me every care on Him to roll. 

 

He’s the Lily of the Valley, the Bright and Morning Star, 

He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul. 

He all my grief has taken, and all my sorrows borne; 

In temptation He’s my strong and mighty tower; 

I have all for Him forsaken, and all my idols torn 

From my heart and now He keeps me by His power. 

Though all the world forsake me, and Satan tempt me sore, 

Through Jesus I shall safely reach the goal. 

 

He will never, never leave me, nor yet forsake me here, 

While I live by faith and do His blessed will; 

A wall of fire about me, I’ve nothing now to fear, 

From His manna He my hungry soul shall fill. 

Then sweeping up to glory to see His blessed face, 

Where the rivers of delight shall ever roll. 
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